
BRUNEL MANOR 
Teignmouth Road, Torquay, TQ1 4SF

Rare and historic refurbishment opportunity situated in an elevated position with views over Babbacombe Bay

Front elevation of Brunel Manor
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TORQUAY
Torquay is a thriving coastal town located in Torbay, 
approximately 18 miles south of Exeter and 28 miles to the 
east of Plymouth. 

The town provides a full range of services and amenities 
including a variety of primary and secondary schools and a 
hospital. Torquay is a traditional seaside resort town, known 
for beaches such as Babbacombe and Oddicombe and has a 
population of approximately 65,000. 

SITE AND LOCATION
Brunel Manor is located in an elevated position on the 
north eastern outskirts of Torquay. The property is situated 
approximately 3.5 miles north east of the town centre off the 
A379 (Teignmouth Road), which provides access into the 
town centre to the south and Teignmouth to the north. 

The property is bounded by residential properties to the 
north, west and south and Teignmouth Road to the east. 

A range of local amenities and services are located within 
close proximity of the property, including three schools, a 
restaurant and a park. Torre Railway station is situated 3 miles 
from the property off the A3022, which provides direct trains 
to Exeter with a journey time of approximately 1 hour. There 
are also regular bus services which pass through the town, 
providing access to the town centre, as well as Newton Abbot, 
Exeter and Plymouth.

Exeter International Airport is located 24 miles to the north 
of the property and provides daily flights to London City 
Airport as well as services to other national and international 
destinations.

SITE SUMMARY
Lot 1 – Brunel Manor

• Historic Grade II Listed Manor House 
• Grade II Listed ornamental gardens and 

grounds, originally owned and designed 
by Isambard Kingdom Brunel

• Views towards Babbacombe Bay
• The Manor provides 67 bedrooms 

and a number of reception rooms and 
conference facilities

• Use Class C1
• 3.66 Ha (9.05 acres)
• 3,379 sq m (36,373 sq ft) in total

Lot 2 – Brunel Court

• Former stable block converted to provide 
3no. cottages, a flat, conference room, 
kitchen and 12 further bedrooms grouped 
around the Courtyard

• Use Class C3
• 0.17 Ha (0.43 acres)
• 539 sq m (5,797 sq ft )

Lot 3 – Brunel Lodge

• Detached residential dwelling providing 
3no. reception rooms and 9no. bedrooms 

• Use Class C3
• 0.22 Ha (0.55 acres)
• 284 sq m (3,059 sq ft)

Grade II Listed gardens of Brunel Manor 

Ordnance Survey © Crown Copyright 2020. All Rights Reserved. Licence number 100022432.  
NOT TO SCALE.”.

Ordnance Survey © Crown Copyright 2020. All Rights Reserved. Licence number 100022432.  
NOT TO SCALE.”.
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TENURE & TITLE
Brunel Manor is registered under Title Number DN657647 
and is owned freehold (title absolute). It includes the main 
access road off Teignmouth Road which provides access to 
Brunel Court and Brunel Lodge as well as a further property, 
Carousel. 

Brunel Court is registered under Title Number DN341499 and 
is owned freehold (title absolute).

Brunel Lodge is registered under Title Number DN54851 and 
is owned freehold (title absolute).

PLANNING
The age and condition of the existing building means that 
the Property is a prime refurbishment or redevelopment 
opportunity, subject to securing the necessary planning 
permission and listed building consent.

Watcombe Park Conservation Area Character 
Appraisal
The site is situated within the Watcombe Park Conservation 
Area. The Conservation Area Character Appraisal refers 
to Brunel Manor as “the centrepiece of the conservation 
area”. Chapter 3 refers to Brunel Manor and the historic 
park and garden as one of three “character areas” within the 
conservation area. 

Aerial view of Brunel Manor 

View of Brunel Manor towards the south View of Brunel Manor towards the north east

Front elevation of Brunel ManorBrunel Manor gardens 
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DESCRIPTION
Brunel Manor is available in three separate lots. It comprises 
the Manor House (lot 1), the Court (lot 2) and the Lodge (lot 
3).

Lot 1 - Brunel Manor
Brunel Manor is a Grade II Listed property, benefitting from 
extensive gardens and grounds, extending to approximately 
3.66 Ha (9.05 acres). The property is built over four storeys 
and has a floor area of approximately 3,379 sq m (36,373 sq 
ft) in total. 

Brunel Manor is a neo-Gothic style manor house, which was 
intended to be Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s retirement home, 
although he died before the house was finished. The property 
was subsequently purchased and the building completed by 
James Crompton in 1873. Most recently, it has been used as a 
conference facility and Christian meeting centre and retreat, 
comprising 67no. bedrooms (Use Class C1). 

The ground floor comprises an entrance reception room 
with log burner leading to the chapel room, lounge, tea room 
and dining room (all with extensive views across Torbay). 
Additionally, on the ground floor, there is a large reception/ 
games/ ballroom, kitchen, laundry room, offices, WCs and 
a store room. There is also a 1990s extension in the west of 
the building with 9 ground floor bedrooms and access to 
a modern conference facility. The first floor consists of 39 
bedrooms with the remaining 14 bedrooms located on the 
second floor and 2 located on the third floor (the majority 
are ensuite and many have sea views). The property also has 
a basement which provides workshop space, maintenance 
stores, boiler room and lift motor room. The basement to the 
conference centre comprises a further 3 bedrooms, a boiler 
room, garden store and WCs. 

The site is irregular in shape with the Manor situated to the 
north of the plot and the remainder of the site comprising 
ornamental gardens and surrounding woodland. The property 
and gardens are in the Watcombe Park Conservation Area 
and both were recorded as Grade II listed in 1988 due to their 
historical and architectural significance. 

The Grade II Listed ornamental gardens were designed by 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel in the 1850s and still contain many 
surviving features and trees. Modern additions, including a 
tennis court and a disused indoor swimming pool, have been 
added over the years.

Brunel Manor Teignmouth Road, Torquay, TQ1 4SF

Brunel Manor - the Chapel

Brunel Manor - tea room

Brunel Manor - Rodenhurst Room

Brunel Manor - the lounge
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Lot 2 - Brunel Court 
Brunel Court is the former stable block to the main 
house and has been converted to provide 3no. 2 
bedroom terraced cottages (Magnolia Cottage, 
Bluebell Cottage and Holly Cottage) and 1no. 2 
bedroom flat (Hayloft Flat). The Court has also 
been used as a conference facility and there is a 
double height conference room (with full height 
dividing doors), kitchen, WCs. and 12no. bedrooms 
with shared bathroom facilities grouped around 
the central courtyard. The total floor area of Brunel 
Court is approximately 539 sq m (5,797 sq ft). 

The site is rectangular in shape and extends to 
approximately 0.17 Ha (0.43 acres).

The Court is not listed, but it is within the 
Conservation Area.

Lot 3 - Brunel Lodge
Brunel Lodge comprises two former semi-
detached houses built in the 1890s that were 
subsequently converted into a single property 
(Use Class C3). The accommodation includes 9no. 
bedrooms (7 with en suite bathrooms), 3 reception 
rooms, a kitchen and 2no. bathrooms. The ground 
floor of the property also accommodates a self 
contained flat currently used for staff which 
includes a bedroom (with an en suite bathroom), 
a kitchen and living room. Brunel Lodge totals 
approximately 284 sq m (3,059 sq ft). 

The site is irregular in shape and extends to 
approximately 0.22 Ha (0.55 acres). The Lodge 
is located to the north west of the plot, with the 
garden and parking to the south and east. Access 
to the property is from the south via a right of 
way across the Brunel Manor title, as well as a 
secondary access to the north via a right of way 
across a private road owned by an adjoining 
property, known as Yellands.

The Lodge is not listed, but it is within the 
Conservation Area. 

Brunel Manor Teignmouth Road, Torquay, TQ1 4SF

Front elevation of Brunel Lodge

Entrance to Brunel Court Front elevation of Brunel Court

Southern elevation of Brunel Lodge and the garden
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SERVICES
Search results from the utility providers, 
showing the location of services in relation 
to the Property, are provided in the Technical 
Pack.

EPCS
EPCs for all of the properties have been 
carried out and are available in the technical 
pack. EPC ratings range from C-D. 

OFFERS
Offers are invited for the freehold interest 
as a whole, or for the individual lots. The 
closing date for submission of offers will 
be confirmed in the ‘Submission of Offers’ 
document in the Technical Pack.

The Seller’s preference is to dispose of the 
Property on an unconditional basis in respect 
of planning, but consideration will be given 
to conditional (subject to planning) offers if 
there is a significant financial benefit.

SUMMARY OF PROPERTY SIZES AND EPC RATINGS
THE PROPERTY SQ M SQ FT EPC RATING

Brunel Manor 3,379 36,373 C

Brunel Court - Conference Facility 299 3,218 C

Brunel Court - Magnolia Cottage 46 495 D

Brunel Court - Bluebell Cottage 47 506 D

Brunel Court - Holly Cottage 49 527 D

Brunel Court - Hayloft Cottage 75 807 D

Brunel Lodge 284 3,059 C
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BRUNEL MANOR FLOOR PLANS

First Floor

Lower Floor

Outbuilding Third Floor

Second Floor Second Floor

Lower Floor

Ground Floor
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Key:

Hayloft Flat

Magnolia Cottage

Bluebell Cottage

Holly Cottage

BRUNEL COURT FLOOR PLANS 

Ground Floor First Floor
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BRUNEL LODGE FLOOR PLANS

First FloorGround FloorOutbuilding



IMPORTANT NOTICE

Maps are reproduced from the Ordnance Survey Map with the permission of the Controller of H.M. Stationery 
Office. © Crown copyright licence number 100022432 Savills (UK) Ltd, and published for the purposes of 
identification only and although believed to be correct accuracy is not guaranteed. 

Savills, their clients and any joint agents give notice that:

1.  They are not authorised to make or give any representations or warranties in relation to the property either here 
or elsewhere, either on their own behalf or on behalf of their client or otherwise. They assume no responsibility 
for any statement that may be made in these particulars. These particulars do not form part of any offer or 
contract and must not be relied upon as statements or representations of fact. 

2. Any areas, measurements or distances are approximate. The text, photographs and plans are for guidance 
only and are not necessarily comprehensive. It should not be assumed that the property has all necessary 
planning, building regulation or other consents and Savills have not tested any services, equipment or facilities. 
Purchasers must satisfy themselves by inspection or otherwise.

3.  We have not made any investigations into the existence or otherwise of any issues concerning pollution of land, 
air or water contamination and the purchaser is responsible for making his own enquiries in this regard.

Designed and Produced by Savills Marketing: 020 7499 8644 | August 2020

LOCAL AUTHORITY
The Property falls within the jurisdiction 
of Torbay Council:  

Torbay Council 
Town Hall 
Castle Circus 
Torquay 
TQ1 3DR 
Tel: 01803 201201

VIEWING
Viewing should be arranged by prior 
appointment with Savills. Prospective 
purchasers should note that Savills takes 
no responsibility for any injury or accident 
at the property. Viewers visit the property 
at their own risk.

FURTHER 
INFORMATION
A Technical Pack is available to interested 
parties upon request, which will include: 

• Location and site plans
• Title information
• EPC 
• Floor Plans
• Asbestos Reports
• Watcombe Park Conservation Area 

Character Appraisal 
• Photographs
• Results of service enquiries
• Submission of offers document 

CONTACT
For further information please contact:

Nick Walker
ndwalker@savills.com 
013 9245 5781

Rhiannon Charles
rhiannon.charles@savills.com 
013 9245 5746
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